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From the Director

Welcome to CPS. This is an international center open fo all researchers in planetary
science. We hope for CPS to everlastingly expand as a site where researchers from
various fields and graduate students assemble together and create “something new”. In
addition fo promotion of research in planetary science, we also aim to provide a site for
fostering a wide range of human resources who are willing fo aid development in the

whole community of planefary science. We wish a greaf number of researchers and

http://www.cps-jp.org
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About CPS

Recent advances in planefary explorations and astronomical
observations have provided us with vast scientific information
on planets and minor bodies in our solar system, and, what is
more, the discovery of other planetary systems with a diversity
of appearances. By analyzing and interprefing a fremendous
amount of these explorational and observational data, we are
currently challenging to systematically understand planetary
systems as a whole. At the same fime, we are confronted with
a difficulty of taking a general view, owing to the fact that
each field in planetary science is highly specialized and
fractionalized during its rapid development. The primary goal
of planetary science is to construct an overall picture of origin,
evolution, and diversity of planets and planetary systems in a
consistent and comprehensive manner. This is the way to
esfablish our outlook on the universe, in which we may identify

the earth as one of the habitable planets.

Center for Planetary Science (CPS) came info the world in
2007 April to achieve the primary goal of planetary science
mentioned above. CPS is an academic institution open fo
scientists in the world and assists them fo overcome barriers
between their specialized fields in planetary science incidental
fo its academic development. CPS aims (1) to play a role as
a catalyst for human resources development and research
activities led by planetary scientists around the world, (2) to
provide a sife where people from various fields of planetary
science get together and accumulate their knowledge and
information, and (3) to play the most vital role in developing

planetary science in terms of its extension and long-term vision.

CPS Activities

Scienfists from various institutions take part in the activities of
CPS as collaborating scientists. Our activities at CPS consist of
five coordination groups (CGs): Education and Research
CG, Infrastructure CG, International Cooperation CG, Social
Inferchange CG, and Future Conception CG. Education and
Research CG, for example, organizes the CPS International
School of Planetary Sciences annually. This worldwide activity
invites internationally recognized scientists to give young
scientfists and graduate students toplevel lectures on the
frontiers of planetary science (See Lleft Photo) . Education and
Research CG also promotes international exchanges of
knowledge and gives assistance to host workshops and
practical training courses of laboratory experiments (See Right
Photo) . Infrastructure CG stores knowledge acquired through
CGs' activities and mainfains informative infrastructure so that
the knowledge is open to the public. One of the activities in
Social Interchange CG is o host an international meefing with
infellects active at the forefront of various fields of society. In this
way, we would provide an opportunity to develop planetary
science in a broader sense and fo think about how we

evaluate planetary science in relafion to the public.
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